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Participation civil society in C2C-cooperation
Example of cooperation Genk-Francistown
Since 2009, the city of Genk hands out a yearly award for the best ward development project in its twin city Francistown. It consists of a monetary prize (2500 EUR) and the honour of receiving good publicity in both cities as an outstanding civil initiative (through a ceremony and publications). 

The modalities are such that many ward volunteers in both cities are involved. In Francistown, it is the ward development committees can can submit their candidacy. The responsible council department helps with digitalizing and presenting the proposals, makes sure they are eligible and forwards a selection of three projects to Genk. In Genk, the jury which presides over the ultimate selection of the winner are ward volunteers who themselves have benefited from city subsidies for their own ward projects.

Hence the award was conceived with a two-pronged strategy in mind, being firstly the partial relief of financial constraints that withhold Ward Development Committees in completing and maintaining good projects, and secondly the involvement of the ward communities in both cities in the twinning. In 2009, a community day care centre had won, while in 2010 it was a public park (with sanitation and electricity for marriages etc.).
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