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Key questions:

1.
A permanent dialogue between local and regional governments of all Mediterranean countries.

 

2.
evolution of positions and responsibilities of local and regional authorities and the role of decentralised cooperation in assisting local actors to deal with these changes and building capacities, particularly in Tunisia and Libya. 

 

3.
Support to local governments of countries bordering conflict zones: the role of local governments in countries sharing borders with Syria in the promotion of dialogue and peace building.

 

4.
The role of local governments in support of local Palestinian authorities, looking forward to support the process for the construction of a Palestinian State and the promotion of dialogue between Israeli and Palestinian municipalities.

 

5.
Initiatives to maintain and strengthen the dialogue between local authorities in the Middle East and UCLG’s Peace Prize for peace building initiatives. 

Introduction:

Mr Mohamed Boudra, President of the Taza-Al Hoceima-Taounate Region (Morocco), President of the Political Council of the Mediterranean Commission and president of the session recalled the particularly difficult context that prompted the organisation of this session dedicated to the Mediterranean.

Mr Bertrand Gallet, General Director of Cités Unies France, who acted as moderator, mentioned particularly the important actions engaged by civil society, the flow of Syrian refugees in bordering countries, and beyond, and the weak responses of multilateral organisations.

1. Changing democracies, building the future 

Expert: Ms. Neila Akrimi, Director of the Centre for Innovative Local Governance (Tunisia)

Panel:

1. Mr. Mahmoud Buraziza, Chairman of the Benghazi Local Council (Libya)

2. Mr. Habib Ben Yahia, Secretary General of Arab Maghreb Union (Tunisia)

3. Mr. Mohamed Tajeddine Houssaini, Professor of International Relations at Mohamed V University (Morocco)

Conclusions:

· Local and regional authorities are at the heart of democracy-building and renewal. 

· Local and regional authorities face pressing challenges: restoring and maintaining social peace, creating jobs and wealth, especially for the youth, and the provision of basic services.

· Cooperation and exchanges between peers should play an important role in the consolidation of effective democratic local governance.

2. Conflict areas in the Mediterranean 

Expert: Jean-Paul Chagnollaud, Director of IReMMO (France)

Panel:

1. Mr. Nader Ghazal, Tripoli Municipality (Lebanon)

2. Mr. Ghassan Shaka’a, Mayor of Nablus and President of APLA (Palestine)

3. Mr. Peter Rehwinkel, Mayor of Groningen and Chair of VNG Committee on European and International Affairs (Nederland) 

Conclusions:

· The Mediterranean is going through a period of instability in which conflicts figure prominently. 

· Concerning conflicts, State diplomacy appears to be ineffective: local and regional authorities could have more weight from a political point of view.

· Local and regional authorities have shown their solidarity, particularly for refugee reception, for which it is urgent to raise funds.

Conclusion:

There can be no peace without democracy and democracy cannot be established without decentralisation and quality basic services. Finally, what is democracy? Assimilating culture, decentralisation and respecting diversity. 

Given the importance for the future of crisis prevention, it seems important to develop new initiatives for cooperation and dialogue to help local and regional authorities restore and maintain social peace and to establish true democratic local governance.

Regarding conflict prevention and post-crisis management, local and regional authorities assume many responsibilities through diplomacy efforts and by setting up cooperation initiatives, as well as through their role in refugee management. Their political role should be increasingly recognised and should receive stronger support.

