
 

Municipal Markets as a public facility to ensure local social and economic development  

Implementing partners: Barcelona City Council, Municipal Markets of Barcelona (IMMB) and Medellín Municipality 

(Colombia). 

Reasons, goals and methods 

Between 2009 and 2011 an exchange process took place between the municipal markets institute of Barcelona 

and the municipality of Medellín (Colombia), for the implementation of an integral development plan of the 

shopping centres and market facilities. The project was initiated upon the request of the City of Medellín to model 

the municipal markets in Barcelona. 

Cooperation and Alignment  

The partners analysed the market places from a public facility perspective; combining basic services (availability 

of food), business (entrepreneurs) and social cohesion (gathering of citizens). The ultimate goal of the project was 

to give a boost to local economic development, while safeguarding the rights of the citizens. 

The technical cooperation focused on the improvement of infrastructure of shopping centres and municipal 

markets in order to ensure better accessibility. The cooperation supported the strengthening and empowerment of 

the association of entrepreneurs, to ensure increased benefits and sustainability for small vendors. Finally, the 

municipality was supported in creating a strong legal framework to guarantee the rights and needs of citizens and 

market vendors, enhancing the neighbourhood. 

Project Outcomes and Lessons Learned 

At the end of the cooperation project, an improvement to the commercial structure, accessibility and security 

could be seen and meant an important step forward in enhancing the attractiveness of the commercial, tourist and 

cultural areas of the city centre of Medellín. 

In spite of the different political, economical and social realities, both cities share the same vision to improve their 

social and economical environments. Although the formal exchange has finished, both administrations continue to 

collaborate permanently. 

The project has been supported by the Barcelona City Council. Contact information: please contact the Barcelona 
City Council at http://www.bcn.cat/cooperacio/eng/ or mail to: consellcooperacio@bcn.cat. 
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