
 

Intergovernmental consultation and decentralisation in Moldova 

Implementing partners: Norwegian Association of Local and Regional Authorities (KS) and Congress of Local 

Authorities from Moldova (CALM) 

Reasons, goals and methods 

From a very slow start decentralization reforms in Moldova have now gained momentum. The country is since 

September 2012 implementing a “National Decentralization Strategy” which will entail reforms in services and 

how local and regional governments are funded. Two parliamentary committees provide oversight to the 

government’s work of implementation of the strategy. 

Moldova is a Council of Europe member and bound by the European Charter of Local Government. The country 

has since 2010 a consolidated and unified local government organisation without party affiliation – CALM. 

Cooperation and Alignment  

With support from the Norwegian government KS is collaboration over three years to consolidate CALM’s position 

as the legitimate and respected voice of Moldovan local governments. Membership in CALM has sins project start 

in 2012 steadily increased from about half of the country’s 898 municipalities and 32 regions to recently about two 

thirds of all local governments. 

Project Outcomes and Lessons Learned 

Through regular and structured consultation with members on issues of decentralization reform CALM has 

manage to position itself as the local government consultative body and now meets regularly with ministries and 

parliamentary committees on decentralization reform. Local government consolidated opinions are issued in 

CALM papers and documents. Communication of CALM’s opinion is regularly assured through radio broadcasts 

and newspaper pieces. 

In addition to sharing best practice of consultation between tiers of government and the value of mutuality with 

CALM, KS organized a study tour to Norway in October 2012 for Moldovan mayors engaged as CALM board 

directors or network conveners. The group received briefings on the Norwegian government - local government 

consultation mechanism from KS, ministries and the Storting. At Hamar Moldovan mayors were for two days 

exposed to best practice from collaboration and consultation between Hamar municipality, the Hedmark County 

Council and the County Governor of Hedmark. 

The project has been supported by the Norwegian Association of Local and Regional Authorities (KS). Contact 
information: KS: http://www.ks.no/tema/Om-KS/KS-in-English/, KS: Bjoern Rongevaer: Bjorn.Rongevaer@ks.no  
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