
  

Elaboration of a Toolkit for 
facilitating the implementation 
of the SDGs at the local level 

A holistic set of tools to support countries and territories in 
effectively implementing the Sustainable Development Goals at the 

local level 

 

 

The new 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, endorsed by the United 
Nations General Assembly in September 2015, outlines a new plan of action to 
eradicate poverty, protect the planet and achieve sustainable prosperity for all. To 
do so, it defines an ambitious set of 17 Sustainable Development Goals – the SDGs – 
and 169 related targets to be reached by 2030.  

The proposal of the elaboration of a Toolkit to facilitate the localization of the SDGs 

stems from the UNDG-mandated Dialogues on Localizing the Post-2015 Agenda, 
promoted by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the United 
Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) and the Global Task Force of 
Local and Regional Governments for the Post-2015 Agenda and towards Habitat III 
(GTF). The Dialogues showcased how the new Global Agenda could not be locally 
implemented without the strong leadership of local and regional governments. The 
Toolkit will aim at supporting local governments to bring together all stakeholders 
in advancing the new global development 2030 Agenda within their territories, by 
identifying and proposing a set of mechanisms and instruments for an effective 
implementation of the SDGs at the local level, while in close coordination with the 
national efforts. The objective is to support, with practical examples, public 
managers and local actors to design development policies and efficiently 
implement them coherently with the SDGs.  

 

 

 



Toolkit for facilitating the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals at local level 
Landing the new Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development #localizingSDGs 

 

Localizing the Sustainable Development Goals 

The negotiation of the new SDGs started in 2013 with an unprecedented 
participatory process that gathered all relevant stakeholders to discuss the nature 
of the new priorities to eradicate poverty and provide opportunities for all.  

In 2014, the Dialogues on Localizing the Post-2015 Development Agenda aimed at 
identifying the bottlenecks, opportunities and potential strategies to advance the 
implementation of the SDGs at the local level. Rounds of consultations were 
organized in 13 countries, together with a number of regional and global dialogues.  

Key messages on localization deriving from the dialogues of 2014: 

 Local and Regional Governments (LRGs) are critical for promoting inclusive 
sustainable development and for the implementation of the Agenda 2030; 

 Effective local governance can ensure the inclusion of local stakeholders, 
thereby creating broad based ownership, commitment and accountability; 

 An integrated multi-level and multi-stakeholder approach is needed; 

 Strong national commitment to provide adequate legal frameworks; 
institutional and financial capacity to local governments is required. 

The full involvement of local and regional governments, local economic and social 
actors as well as communities is necessary to ensure the achievement of national 
development outcomes, by grounding development choices in the will of the 
people through popular participation and ownership. 

Localization does not only mean defining tools and mechanisms to efficiently 
implement and monitor development policies at the local level, but also putting 
the territories’ and their peoples priorities, needs and resources at the center of 
sustainable development.  
Therefore, the search for the most appropriate tools and strategies for ‘localizing’ 
the SDGs is critical to the design, implementation and optimizing the success of 
the Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development. 
 
In the spirit of supporting countries and territories in facing these challenges and 
capitalizing on their alliance, the GTF, UN-Habitat and UNDP are currently 
elaborating a Toolkit for localizing the SDGs aimed to operationalize the guiding 
principles identified during the Dialogues on Localizing the Post-2015 Agenda. 

The Toolkit 

The Toolkit for localizing the SDGs will provide universal support by setting 
advocacy arguments and concrete mechanisms to address common global 
development challenges related to SDGs implementation at the local level. It will be 
flexible enough to be contextualized to respect each territory’s interests, needs and 
particularities, avoiding static thematic pillars, but rather focusing on main 



 

 

 

 

 

conceptual areas – multilevel governance, local strategic planning, monitoring, etc. 
– that will constitute the base for the local implementation of the SDGs. 

The Toolkit’s main goal is to propose an articulated set of tools able to support 
local stakeholders and their networks, under the leadership of local and regional 
governments, in their advocacy activities and in the design and implementation of 
development policies within their territories, in coherence with the SDGs.  

It will also serve other purposes essential for the process: 
 Stocktaking: The toolkit will analyze and review existing tools and systematize 

their main outputs. The Toolkit will put these findings at the disposal of policy-
makers, local officers, experts and actors of local relevance in view of informing 
the elaboration of development policies and initiatives. 

 Awareness raising: The Toolkit will include the appropriate communication 
instruments to make local politicians and public officers conscious about the 
consequences of their decisions for the SDGs’ implementation. It will play a 
crucial role in conciliating the policies developed by the public local decision-
makers with the overall objectives of the Global Agenda in mind. 

 Advocacy: The Toolkit can be very helpful in proposing concrete instruments and 
practices that point out why localizing is critical to the global effort put in the 
SDGs. It also will analyze how to create an enabling environment for local and 
regional governments and their stakeholders to support the localization process.  

 Technical support: The Toolkit aims at being a practical support for local 
stakeholders, and in particular local and regional governments, by providing 
suggestions and pointing out best practices that are reliable and replicable in 
order to make their decisions coherent with the SDGs’ attainment, while 
fostering territorial partnerships in support of a better quality of life for all 
citizens. 
 

An inclusive process 
The Toolkit is being produced thanks to an intensively participatory process: 
gathering inputs from key stakeholders of global, national and local relevance 

including practitioners from national and local 
governments, civil society, academia and the private 
sector. A Steering Committee composed by UNDP, UN 
Habitat and the Global Task Force (GTF) is guiding the 
elaboration process based on the experiences acquired 
thanks to the localization of the Millennium 
Development Goals. 
The elaboration of the Toolkit has begun with a 
preliminary identification and review of the already-
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existing toolkits and mechanisms and is being informed through participatory 
workshops in different regions of the world. 
The technical participatory workshops at different levels (local, national and global 
in different regions of the world) aim to reflect the diverse views and experiences 
of a experienced audience of local governance stakeholders. The inputs obtained 
from these participatory sessions are and will be captured and systematized by the 
Steering Committee. 

The following technical participatory workshops have already taken place: 
 How to integrate SDGs within LED planning processes? –in the framework of the 

Latin American and Caribbean Forum on Territorial Economic Development 
(Quito, 18-20 May 2015); 

 How can integrated local development planning contribute to localizing the 
SDGs? – which took place during the Third World Forum of Local Economic 
Development (Turin, 13-16 October 2015); 

 Creating favorable environments to promote youth employment within the 
framework of the SDGs – organized in the context of the “Semaine 
Économique de la Méditerranée” (Marseille, 4-7 November 2015). 

How to get involved? 

The elaboration of the Toolkit is an open process, involving as many stakeholders 
as possible. Each partner contributes according to its own resources, expertise and 
availability. Stakeholders are invited to share their relevant documentation or to 
conduct stocktaking exercises on their past experiences in localizing the MDGs. If 
you are interested in joining us in this common effort, do not hesitate to let us know. 
Some of the possibilities for participation at this stage are:  

 Uploading relevant publications, experiences and existing toolkits in the 
dedicated Toolkit website; 

 Participating in a Toolkit technical workshop/expert meeting  and bringing 
the experiences and lessons learned of your territory; 

 Mobilizing the expertise of your city or institution and organizing an input-
gathering process around a specific area of relevance. 

Contact Information 
For further information and discussion on how to get involved in the process, please 
contact the members of the Steering Committee: 
 
UNDP ART Initiative: johannes.krassnitzer@undp.org ; gemma.aguado@undp.org  
UN HABITAT : diana.lopez@unhabitat.org , maria.alejandra@unhabitat.org  
Global Task Force of Local and Regional Governments: e.bilsky@uclg.org  
And visit the online space: https://undp.unteamworks.org/node/497972    
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